
Community 
Broadcasting 
Foundation
Annual Report
2015

View Report 



500
  Licensed community owned and 

operated broadcasting services making 
Australia's largest independent media 
sector.

70%
70% of community radio and television 
services are located in regional, rural 
and remote areas. The median income 
at regional and rural stations is $52,900. 
42% of regional and rural stations are 
wholly volunteer operated.

236 
This year the Community Broadcasting 
Foundation allocated 650 grants totaling 
$17,607,547 to 236 organisations.

5M+ 
27% of Australians aged over 
15 listen to community radio in an 
average week. 744,000 listen exclusively 
to community radio.

Snapshot
2014.15

78%
  78% of all community radio broadcast 

time is local content. Local news and 
information is the primary reason 
Australians listen to community radio.

With a turnover of over $108m and the economic value of its 
volunteer effort estimated at $442m per annum, the community 
broadcasting sector makes a significant contribution to the 
Australian economy.

$550M

Volunteers involved in 
community broadcasting 

8,743 hours of specialist programming in an average week

24,600

8,743

5,800
People trained each 
year in media skills, 
leadership skills 
and digital literacy.
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4ZZZ - Creative Broadcasters 
Ltd, Brisbane

Station 
Stories

The new studio was 
absolutely necessary, and 
will dramatically improve 
4ZZZ's on-air sound as 
well as equip announcers 
with more relevant 
experience if they wish 
to pursue broadcasting 
professionally. 
– Ray Morgan (Zed Games) 

Read more about 4ZZZ’s  
philosophy and programs

Thank you for keeping the 
fire burning. Too deadly. 
– Indigi-Briz, listener

A New Studio

A General Station grant contributed towards a new broadcast 
console. Since installation, around 100 4ZZZ volunteers have 
presented programs from a new studio facility, and 20 new trainees 
have used it. 

4ZZZ had been limping along without any new studio equipment for the past 15 years.  
With our help the station set up a new studio, as an alternate on air studio and a training 
facility for the station.

"It can't be overstated just how broken the old studio was. Not being able to adjust 
the mic faders while on air without causing crackle or dropouts meant that we had to 
awkwardly and furiously use hand gestures. Combined with mics with dodgy connectors 
and rusty microphone arms, there were so many landmines that every announcer had 
to dodge each session that it was impossible to disguise this on air,”  said Ray Morgan, 
(Zed Games).

With no technical faults reported to date, 4ZZZ are making the most of their new studio.

Indigi-Briz keeps the fire burning

Indigi-Briz is 4ZZZ’s only Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander program 
and features music from up 
and coming Indigenous talent, 
traditional vibes, interviews 
and yarns, deadly discussions, 
community announcements and 
alternative news. 

The program team used the Indigenous 
grant to support production costs for a 
range of interviews including:

•	  18 year old brotherboy Kai Clancy, an 
Indigenous transgender person;

•	  Patrick McGee from the Aboriginal 
Disability Justice Campaign; and 

•	  Deadly Funny winner Stephanie 
Tisdell.  

The grant also paid for graphic design for 
program promotions and covered travel 
costs for presenter Kristy McMahon to 
attend the Apology Concert for the Stolen 
Generations in Melbourne.

A highlight of the Indigi-Briz calendar 
was an outside broadcast at the New 

Globe Theatre. The event was supported 
by CBF grant funds to raise money for 
the station and the Indigenous Reading 
Project – an organisation that strives to 
boost the literacy levels of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander youth. It was a huge 
success and featured live performances 
from hip hop groups.

“When Indigi-Briz first started in 2010 
it had been about 20 years since there 
had been a First Nations radio program 
on 4ZZZ and it was much needed,” said       
Michelle Brown, Station Manager.

4ZZZ was established to provide a 
radical alternative to mainstream news, 
to promote a sense of engagement and 
activism in community life and to promote 
local and Australian music.

Pictured from left:Tjuppuru, Kristy McMahon and Bogaine Spearim.
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Pictured: Ray Morgan at 4ZZZ 
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Station 
Stories

Ethnic programs at 3WYN
Located on the Victoria University campus 
in Werribee, 3WYN has been serving 
listeners in the City of Wyndham since 
1995.  Wyndham is the fastest growing 
of metropolitan Melbourne’s growth 
corridors, and the station prides itself on 
presenting a range of programs meeting 
the changing needs of the community.  
This includes 28 hours of programming 
for seven ethnic communities.  

We supported these communities to 
broadcast at this station:

•	  Vietnamese

•	  Macedonian

•	  Malayalam

•	  Samoan

•	  Spanish

•	  Tamil

•	  Harari - Ethiopian

Our Ethnic Program grants help the 
program groups to purchase portable 
recorders, program materials and 
program promotional materials to help 
them produce dynamic, interesting and 
relevant programs. The grant helps 
ethnic programmers to connect with the 
communities both locally and overseas.

When you have access 
to a portable recorder 
you can get out and 
interview people in the 
community, it adds to the 
diversity of voices in the 
program and helps you to 
tell important stories and 
share significant events. 

I have found that it is a 
great tool as it gives you 
access to grants that 
otherwise we would not 
know about. Top marks to 
CBF for funding the first 
year subscription, we will 
definitely be renewing.
– Rod Boyd, 3WRB 

 

Pictured: Theu Nguyen presenter at the 3WYN’s Vietnamese program 'Far Away Homeland'.

Free access to funding resource 
at 3WRB
To help stations become more             
self-sustaining, this year the CBF paid 
for an introductory membership to Our 
Community’s Funding Centre for 37 
community broadcasting organisations. 
Stations primarily used the Funding 
Centre resources to gain information 
about non-CBF grant opportunities and 
sponsorship resources. Most of the 
recipient organisations planned to renew 
their membership at their own expense 
in 2015 having benefited from the tools 
and information available on the Funding 
Centre website.

Ethnic programs at 3WYN 
& 3WRB - Western Radio 
Broadcasters Inc.
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CAAMA – Central Australian 
Aboriginal Media Association

The trainees gained skills 
which will strengthen 
their programs and 
gained confidence to 
be more adventurous 
when broadcasting 
within and outside their 
communities.

Showcasing Indigenous artists  
at Tamworth
CBF Indigenous Special Projects grant 
helped a team of broadcasters to travel 
from Alice Springs to the Tamworth 
Country Music Festival and broadcast 
interviews and live-to-air performances to 
a large network of remote listeners around 
the country. 

The Central Australian Aboriginal Media 
Association (CAAMA) focus was to 
showcase the Indigenous artists for 
listeners who love country music but were 
unable to attend the event in person. 

The broadcast provided an unparalleled 
training opportunity for broadcasters from 
Central Australia who would not otherwise 
have the opportunity to engage with a 
broad spectrum of talent from young 
buskers to international artists, developing 
their skills, networks and contacts.

Pictured: Damien Williams and Mikaela Simpson at CAAMA

Station 
Stories

It gave Indigenous 
media the opportunity 
to cover the event 
from our own 
perspective, giving 
Indigenous musicians 
recognition that is 
often marginalised by 
mainstream media
– CAAMA

Pictured: (from left) Allan Neilson, Phillip Alice [Ltyentye Apurte] and Malcolm Moneymoon [Titjikala]

Hands on skills development in remote communities
Eight broadcasters from the remote communities of Ntaria, Ltyentye Apurte and Titjikala 
in the Northern Territory successfully completed radio interview skills training, including 
hands on activities to learn how to use portable recorders and audio editing software.

A CBF Training Delivery grant supported the training workshop which was delivered in 
partnership with Radio Adelaide.

The training group included two teenage girls and three more experienced broadcasters.  
The trainees also participated in a live broadcast where they interviewed each other 
about their radio work. 

The workshop was a great example of how the Central Australian Aboriginal Media 
Association (CAAMA) combines many levels of expertise, mutual respect, and flexibility 
to adapt to changing circumstances and achieve good learning outcomes.

For more station stories, 
visit our website

Navigate to another Section
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About  
the CBF

The community 
broadcasting sector 
contributes to, and is 
an active expression of, 
an Australia that is an 
open society, a strong 
democracy and a vibrant 
culture.

The Community Broadcasting 
Foundation is an independent                                  
not-for-profit organisation that seeks, 
secures, administers and distributes 
funding to support the development, 
creativity and sustainability of community 
broadcasting in Australia. We also 
undertake projects that support the 
maintenance and development of 
community broadcasting.

We actively engage in funding 
policy formulation and contribute to 
debates about issues concerning the 
development of Australian community 
radio and television. The Foundation 
works closely with sector representative 
organisations to inform and influence key 
decision-makers to support the further 
development of community broadcasting.  
We are also committed to supporting 
research on Australian community 
broadcasting.

Our values

Responsive, Strategic, Catalytic      
We are proactive in our response to sector needs, aiming to be 
strategic and catalytic in our contribution to the development of 
community broadcasting.

Independence 
Whilst valuing our independence, we maintain close consultation 
with our stakeholders.

Accountability  
We are ethical and responsible stewards of sector funding and 
resources.

Best Practice 
We strive to improve our processes and activities.

Our strategic priorities
1. Increase community broadcasting sector funding levels and 

diversify funding sources

2. Foster and support leadership, cooperation and collaboration 
within, and development of, the sector

3. Support further development of community broadcasting 
across multiple platforms

4. Improve our efficiency and effectiveness

5. Identify and respond to sector needs

Ethnic Grants Advisory Committee (left to right) Iyngaranathan Selvaratnam, Heinrich Stefanik, Orietta Wheatley and Luchi Santer

Our vision:
community broadcasting 
is a thriving independent 
media sector for all 
Australian communities.

Snapshot Station 
Stories

President & 
Executive Report

About 
the CBF

Grants 
2014.15

Financial 
Highlights

Contact 
Information

Community Broadcasting Foundation  Annual Report 2015 6

About the CBF

+

Read our  
Strategic Plan

Learn more about us  
visit our website

+



Total
$17,607,547

Digital Radio
$5,499,325

 Transmission
$2,093,386

 Ethnic      
$3,645,121

Content 
Development

$1,467,401

General
$1,090,796 Indigenous

$1,153,250

RPH
$704,914

Allocation of grants and payments 
expended and committed in 2014.15

CBOnline
$689,923

TV
$109,200

Other
$12,053

Training
$587,178

Amrap
$555,000

Grants
Allocated

For the year ended  
June 2015

View Allocated Grants by State

ACT

NSW

VIC

QLD

SA

WA

TAS

NT

National

650    

grants were allocated  
in 2014.15

236   

organisations funded  
in 2014.15
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CBF
Contact 
Information

Like us on 
Facebook

Follow us 
on Twitter
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Community
Broadcasting
Foundation

Street and Postal
Level 7,
369 Royal Parade
Parkville VIC 3052

Telephone: (03) 8341 5900
Fax: (03) 8341 5959
Email: info@cbf.com.au
Website: www.cbf.com.au

ABN: 49 008 590 403


